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Minutes

VIRGINIA PTA STATE CONVENTION
November 13-15, 2009
Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center
Fredericksburg, VA
GENERAL SESSION I 
The 88th annual convention of the Virginia PTA was called to order at 2:30 p.m. at the Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, Fredericksburg, VA by President Melissa Nehrbass.

President-Elect Debra Abadie presented an inspirational reading.

Due to the inability of King George High School NJROTC Color Guard to attend the convention, the Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center staff set the colors for the convention.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Anne Carson, 2009 Convention chair.
The National Anthem was presented by Freedom Middle School Seventh Grade Chorus from Spotsylvania Public Schools.
A welcome to delegates was extended from the Virginia PTA Board of Mangers by President Melissa Nehrbass, including recognition of first-time convention attendees.  President Nehrbass recognized and thanked the members of the 2009 Convention Management Committee.  President Nehrbass also introduced those seated at the head table.  
Greetings to the delegates were brought from Fredericksburg’s Vice Mayor Kerry Devine and from Dr. David Melton, Superintendent of Fredericksburg Public Schools.   
Steve Clementi brought greetings from the Verizon Foundation and discussed the foundation’s partnership with the VA PTA.  President Nehrbass presented Mr. Clementi with an Honorary VA PTA Life Membership and thanked him for assisting in making the partnership between the VA PTA and the Verizon Foundation so successful.
Kathy Burcher, Legislation Chair, introduced the 2009 Virginia PTA Child Advocate of the Year Senator R. Edwards Houck, from the 17th Senatorial District in Virginia.  Senator Houck thanked the VA PTA for this honor.

President Nehrbass introduced the Virginia PTA Board of Managers.  

President Nehrbass introduced the 2010 Teacher of the Year Cathy Webb from Narrows Elementary school in Giles County.  Ms. Webb presented a speech dealing with the effect of positive change on behalf of the children in Virginia. 

Mr. Mark Levine, Deputy Commissioner of Emergency Preparedness and Response from the Virginia Department of Health presented an update on H1N1 virus and inoculations.

General Session I was recessed at 4:14 p.m.

General Session I was reconvened at 4:26 p.m.

President Nehrbass introduced the convention’s parliamentarian Sharon Weigh.
The President announced the appointment of convention minute auditors Jane Brooks, Heather Malaby, Karen Fellowes.    She further announced the appointed Head Teller, microphone attendants, tellers, pages, and timekeepers.  


The convention parliamentarian reviewed the procedures to be used for the process of business and use of microphones.  

By direction of the Credentials Committee, Credentials Committee Chairman Dianne Florence moved adoption of the Credentials Report as presented November 13, 2009 at 4:10 p.m.:  157 voting delegates; 2 non-voting delegates; 3 guests; 162 total; 13 districts represented; 6 councils represented; 80 units represented; 42 exhibitors companies.  The motion was ADOPTED and the credentials report was APPROVED. 
The 88th Annual VA PTA Convention was declared in session at 4:40 p.m.  A quorum of 140 was established in order to conduct the business of the organization.
President-Elect Debi Abadie moved to adopt the convention rules.  Since this motion came from a committee, no seconded was needed and the convention rules were ADOPTED.
Anne Carson, 2009 Convention Chairman, presented a report on the convention program.  Anne moved the adoption of the convention program as amended.  Since this motion came from a committee, no second was needed and the convention program was ADOPTED AS AMENDED.
Mary Swears, VA PTA Treasurer reviewed the auditor’s report.  Mary moved the adoption of the 2008-2009 fiscal year auditors’ report.  The auditor’s report was ADOPTED.
Kathy Burcher, Legislation Committee Chairman, presented the tally for the Proposed Legislation Program.  Legislation Action Item #1:  24,376-YES; 465-NO; 5610Abstain.  LAI #1-PASSED.
Position Statement No. 1 – 22,561-YES; 917-No, 1,052-Abstain.  Position Statement No. 1-PASSED.  Position Statement No. 2 – 23,286-YES, 544-No, 722-Abstain.  Position Statement No. 2-PASSED.
Anne Carson, Chairman of the Nominations and Leadership Development Committee reported on the propose slate of officers for 2010-2011:  President-Elect: Anne Carson; Vice President: Brenda Sheridan; Robin Grove-Secretary; Phyllis Ayers-Treasurer.  Anne further stated the committee had received no further qualifications from candidates wishing to be nominated from the floor.  President Nehrbass opened the floor for nominations for the elected officer positions.  No other nominations from the floor were received for any officer position; therefore, President Nehrbass declared all nominations closed.  President Nehrbass stated that since only one candidate had been nominated for each of the officer positions, a voice vote would be taken at the General Session on Saturday, November 14, 2009.
MOTION 1:  I move to withdraw proposed bylaws amendment 13.  Motion presented by Debbie Kilpatrick.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.
MOTION 2:  I move to withdraw proposed bylaws amendment 7, Membership and Dues, from this voting body.  Motion presented by Juliet Shaw.  Motion seconded and FAILED.
President Nehrbass introduced Cole Gallamore as the President’s Page for the convention.

MOTION 3:   On behalf of the bylaws committee, I move to withdraw proposed bylaws amendments #16, #20, #24, and #25.  Motion presented by LaTonya Miller.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED. 

Robin Grove, Bylaws Committee chairman, presented the proposed bylaws amendments.

PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENT #1 – AMEND TO DELETE THE WORDS “VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA:VA PTA BYLAWS, Article 1: Name - The name of this organization is the Virginia Congress of Parents and Teachers.  It is commonly known as “Virginia PTA” and will be referred to in these bylaws as the “Virginia PTA.”    BYLAWS AMENDMENT #1 ADOPTED.
PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENT #2 – AMEND TO MOVE ARTICLE IV. H. TO ARTICLE V. Section 18e. VA PTA BYLAWS, Article V, Section 18, e. would read: “Upon the dissolution of this organization, after paying or adequately providing for the debts and obligations of the organization, the remaining assets shall be distributed to one or more nonprofit funds, foundations, or organizations which have established their tax exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.”  BYLAWS AMENDMENT #2 ADOPTED. 
PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENT #3 – AMEND ARTICLE VI: LOCAL PTA/PTSA, SECTION I  TO SEPARATE SENTENCES AND “#” BOTH.
VA PTA BYLAWS, Article VI: Local PTA/PTSA, #Section 1:  #1 Local PTA/PTSAs shall be organized and chartered under the authority of the Virginia PTA/PTSA in the area in which the local PTA/PTSA functions, in conformity with such rules and regulations not a conflict with the bylaws of the National PTA, and the Virginia PTA/PTSA may in its bylaws prescribe.

#Section 2: The Virginia PTA/PTSA shall issue to each local PTA/PTSA in its area an appropriate charter evidencing the due organization and good standing of the local PTA/PTSA.  BYLAWS AMENDMENT #3 ADOPTED.
PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENT #4 – AMEND VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS, ARTICLE VI. LOCAL PTA/PTSA #SECTION 1 BY RE-LETTERING CURRENT b. TO c. AND INSERT A NEW b.VA PTA BYLAWS, ARTICLE VI: LOCAL PTA/PTSA, “#Section 1. A local PTA/PTSA in good standing is one which: a. Adhere to the purposes and basic policies of the PTA; has a minimum of three (3) elected officers, to include president and treasurer.”  
MOTION 4:  I move to remove the words “required minimum” And add “suggested minimum.”  Motion presented by Courtney Jackson.  MOTION WAS WITHDRAWN.
MOTION 5:  I move to add the words “has a suggested minimum…”  Motion presented by Courtney Jackson.  Motion seconded and FAILED.
Peggy Scott called the question.  BYLAWS AMENDMENT #4 ADOPTED as presented.
General Session I was recessed at 5:43 p.m.

GENERAL SESSION II
General Session II was convened at 3:29 p.m. on Saturday, November 14, 2009.
President Nehrbass introduced the head table.

President Nehrbass introduced the National PTA President Chuck Saylors who brought greetings from National PTA.  Mr. Saylor stated that National headquarters will be moving to Alexandria in April 2010.  Mr. Saylors spoke to convention attendees using his theme “Make Today’s PTA America’s PTA.”

Brenda Sheridan presented new unit charters and stated the VA PTA has charter 15 new units for the year.

By direction of the Credentials Committee, Credentials Committee Chairman Dianne Florence moved adoption of the Credentials Report as presented November 14, 2009 at 3:30 p.m.:  208 voting delegates; 4 non-voting delegates; 270 guests; 482  total ; 14 districts represented; 7 councils represented; 106 units represented; 43 exhibitors companies.  The motion was ADOPTED and the credentials report was APPROVED. 
PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENT #5 – AMEND VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS, ARTICLE VI. LOCAL PTA/PTSA #SECTION 4 TO VERBAGE, ITEM WILL READ “Each local PTA/PTSA shall keep permanent books of accounts and records as shall be sufficient to establish the items of gross income, receipts and disbursements of the organization including, specifically, the number of its members, the dues collected from its members, and the amount of dues remitted to the Virginia PTA/PTSA.  Such books of account and records shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by an authorized representative of the Virginia PTA/PTSA or, where directed by the Committee on State and National Relationships, by a duly authorized representative of the National PTA.  BYLAWS AMENDMENT #5 ADOPTED. 
PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENT #6 – AMEND VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS, ARTIICLE VII: MEMBERSHIP AND DUES, SECTION 2 TO READ:  “Membership in Virginia PTA/PTSA shall be open, without discrimination, to anyone who believes in and supports the mission and purposes of National PTA”.  BYLAWS AMENDMENT #6 ADOPTED.
PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENT #7 – AMEND VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS, ARTICLE VII: MEMBERSHIP AND DUES, SECTION 7 TO READ:  “The Virginia PTA/PTSA portion of each member’s dues shall be one ($1.00) dollar per annum.”
MOTION 1:  I move to add to the proposed Bylaws Amendment #7, the following:  PROVISO:  If this amendment is adopted, it will take place on July 1, 2010.   Motion presented by LaTonya Miller.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.
MOTION 2:  I move we refer proposed Bylaws Amendment #7 back to the Bylaws Committee to look for other means of funding and bring it back at 2010 convention.  Motion presented by Juliet Shaw.  Motion seconded and FAILED.
MOTION 3:  I move to close debate on proposed Bylaws Amendment #7.  Motion presented by Peggy Scott.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.  BYLAWS AMENDMENT #7 ADOPTED AS AMENDED.
PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENT #8:  AMEND VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS, ARTICLE VIII: NOMINATIONS AND LEADERHSIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AMEND TO READ:  “Section 2:  The Nominations and Leadership Development Committee 
shall:  
a.
 Select one eligible nominee for each office and/or standing committee chairman position.

b.
Develop and implement strategies, activities, and materials that encourage and cultivate 

PTA leadership at all levels of the Virginia PTA. 

c.
Report nominees for officer positions to the convention at the first general meeting, at 
which time additional nominations may be made from the floor; provided the nominee 

meets stated requirements and consent of the nominee has been secured.

d.
Nominees from the floor must provide written intent to the state president at least thirty 


(30) days prior to first day of convention.”
BYLAWS AMENDMENT #8 ADOPTED.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 9:  VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS, ARTICLE X: VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION, SECTION 4 AMEND TO READ:  “Officers shall be elected at the annual convention in an election year.”  BYLAWS AMENDMENT #9 ADOPTED.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 10:  VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS ARTICLE X:  VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION, SECTION 5, NEW b. and RELETTER SECTION AMEND TO READ:  “b. In the event of a vacancy in the office of Treasurer, Secretary or Vice President; a former officer could be recommended for election to fill the vacant term.”

MOTION 4:  I move to close debate on proposed Bylaws Amendment 10.  Motion presented by Gwenda Ayers.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.   BYLAWS AMENDMENT #10 ADOPTED.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 11:   VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS ARTICLE XI: DUTIES OF VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA OFFICERS, SECTION 5 AMEND TO READ: 

“i. 
under direction of the executive committee ensure adequate bonding and liability insurance

 is purchased by Virginia PTA/PTSA to protect all assets

j.
perform such other duties as assigned by the president.  Duties of the treasurer may be 


delegated to one or more staff personnel designed by the executive committee.”
BYLAWS AMENDMENT #11 ADOPTED.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 12:  VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS ARTICLE XII. VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BOARD OF MANAGBERS, SECTION 1. MEMBERSHIP AMEND TO READ “The officers of the Virginia PTA/PTSA, directors or their alternates (as provided in these bylaws) and the chairmen of standing committees shall constitute the Board of Managers.”  

MOTION 5:  I move close debate.  Motion presented by Delores Mason.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.
A call for decision was made and a standing counted vote was taken.  Due to the lack of the established quorum, the call for decision FAILED.
MOTION 6:  I move to refer Proposed Amendment 12 back to the Bylaws Committee for further research and that the results are brought back to the body at the 2010 State Convention.  Motion presented by Greg Brandon.  Motion seconded and FAILED.
MOTION 7:  I move to extend debate by five (5) minutes.  Motion presented by Johna Vazquez.  Motion seconded and FAILED.
BYLAWS AMENDMENT 12 FAILED due to a lack of quorum for voting.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 13:  VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS ARTICLE XII. VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BOARD OF MANAGERS SECTION 5 AMEND TO READ The majority of the sitting board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  MOTION WITHDRAWN.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 14:  VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS ARTICLE XIII. VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SECTION 1 AMEND TO READ “There shall be an executive committee of the Virginia PTA/PTSA comprised of the elected officers, one district director representative, on e standing committee chair representative and the State Extension Chair.”  BYLAWS AMENDMENT 14 ADOPTED.
PROPOSED AMENDEMNT 15: VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS ARTICLE XIX: VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA ANNUAL CONVENTION AMEND TO READ The annual convention shall be the governing body of the Virginia PTA/PTSA.  Section 1.  Date and Place, a.  A regular convention of the Virginia PTA/PTSA shall be held annually, the time and place to be fixed one year or more in advance by the Virginia PTA/PTSA.

MOTION 8: I move to insert “of the next convention” after the word “advance.”   Motion presented by Dianne Seargent.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.  
PROPOSED AMENDEMNT 15: VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA BYLAWS ARTICLE XIX: VIRGINIA PTA/PTSA ANNUAL CONVENTION AMENDED TO READ The annual convention shall be the governing body of the Virginia PTA/PTSA.  Section 1.  Date and Place, a.  A regular convention of the Virginia PTA/PTSA shall be held annually, the time and place to be fixed one year or more in advance of the next convention by the Virginia PTA/PTSA.

BYLAWS AMENDMENT 15 ADOPTED as amended.
General Session II was recessed at 6:05 p.m.

General Session II was reconvened at 6:16 p.m.

President Melissa Nehrbass stated the next item of business would be the election of officers for the term 2010-2012.  President Nehrbass called for nominations from the floor for the office of President-Elect, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  No nominations were received from the floor.  President Nehrbass asked the convention delegates if there were any objections to an election, by voice vote of the proposed slate of officers as a whole.  There being no objections, the following officers were elected by delegates:  President-Elect-Anne Carson; Vice President-Brenda Sheridan; Secretary-Robin Grove; and Treasurer-Phyllis Ayers.  National PTA President Chuck Saylors installed the elected officers.
There was a discussion reference to reconvening General Session II after the scheduled reception for newly elected officers.   By majority the delegates agreed to reconvene General Session II after the reception, 

General Session II was recessed at 6:40 p.m.  

General Session II was reconvened at 7:50 p.m.  Due to the lack of the established quorum, no further proposed bylaws amendments could be considered.

Jean Farrar, 2009 Virginia PTA/PTSA Resolutions Committee Chairman, presented proposed resolutions that had been mailed to our membership prior to convention.  The members present at this general session agreed that only the resolves would be read for consideration by the delegation.  
Resolution #1-Teen Dating Violence, Resolved #1, ADOPTED as presented.  Resolved #2, ADOPTED as presented.  Resolution #1 ADOPTED as presented.
Resolution #2-Youth Suicide Prevention and Education, Resolved #1, ADOPTED as presented.  Resolved #2 , ADOPTED as presented.  Resolved #3, MOTION 9:  I move to strike the word “a” after “implement”;  to strike the word “teen” after based; and to strike the word “teenager” after for.   Motion presented by Greg Shuckman.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.   Resolve #3, MOTION 10:  I move that the words “in Virginia” be deleted on the basis of repetitiveness on line #37 after the word “division.”  Motion presented by Kimberly Griffin.  Motion seconded and FAILED.  Resolution #2 ADOPTED as amended.
Resolution #3-Support of School Nurses, Resolved #1, MOTION 11:  I move to strike the word “building” in line 3 of Resolved 1.  Motion presented by Karen Fellows.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.    MOTION 12:  I move the previous question on Resolution #3, Resolved #1.  Motion presented by Ted Velkoff.  Motion FAILED.   MOTION 13:  I move to amend Resolution #3, Resolved #1 to strike the words “in every school.”  Motion presented by Rebecca Dearborn.  Motion seconded and FAILED.  MOTION 14:  I move to amend Resolution #3, Resolved #1 to add “at all times” after the word provide.  Motion presented by Vicki Sanchez-Tiller.  Motion seconded and FAILED.  MOTION 15:  I move to amend Resolution #3, Resolved #1 to read “RESOLVED, That the Virginia PTA encourages and supports legislation that would provide during school hours a full-time registered nurse in every school in order to provide for and maintain the optimum health and safety of our children; and be it further.  Motion presented by Vicki Sanchez-Tiller.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.  MOTION 16:  I move to extend debate on Resolution #3 by 10 minutes.  MOTION FAILED.  Resolution #3, Resolved #2, by general consent the word endorses to be changed to supports.  Resolution #3 was ADOPTED  AS AMENDED.
MOTION 17:  I move for a total revision of the Virginia PTA State Bylaws with revised bylaws to be presented at the 2010 convention.  Motion presented by LaTonya Miller.  Motion seconded and ADOPTED.

General Session II was recessed at 8:10 p.m.

General Session III was convened at 10:35 a.m. on November 15, 2009 by President Nehrbass.

By direction of the Credentials Committee, Credentials Committee Chairman Dianne Florence moved adoption of the Credentials Report as presented November 15, 2009 at10:30 a.m.:  210 voting delegates; 4 non-voting delegates; 270 guests; 484 total ; 14 districts represented; 7 councils represented; 107 units represented; 43 exhibitors companies.  The motion was ADOPTED and the credentials report was APPROVED. 
Without objection from the body present, the remaining proposed bylaws amendments will be held over and become part of the state bylaws revisions. 

Jean Farrar, 2009 Virginia PTA/PTSA Resolutions Committee Chairman, continued with the presentation of proposed resolutions.  
Resolution #4- Support of Our Military Families, Resolved #1, ADOPTED as presented.  

Resolution #5-21st Century Skills Learning.  MOTION 1:  I move to strike the words “K-12” and to add “PreK-12” in Resolved #1.  Motion presented by Vicki Tiller.  Motion seconded and FAILED.   Resolution #5 ADOPTED as presented.
Brenda Sheridan, VA PTA Membership Committee Chairman, presented local unit membership awards.

President-Elect Debi Abadie challenged all local units to increase their membership by 10% in 2010.

Anne Carson presented Local Unit Standards Certification Awards.

Nicole Sheppard announced that the Scholarship Auction raised $6,313.50.

David Radin, representative from “Just Between Friends,” presented a special report on OMDR Plus.

Anne Carson, 2009 Convention Committee Chairman, recognized members of the convention committee.

President Nehrbass informed convention attendees that the convention survey would be sent via email.

The next state convention will be held November 5-7, 2010.
Boy Scout Troop 1421 from Caroline County, VA retired the colors.

The 2009 Virginia State PTA Convention was adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

Submitted by:
Phyllis C. Ayers

Recording Secretary
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